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Call for Applications: GambleAware PhD Grant Award 

Clarification Q&As  

Question Answer 

1. Is there any year-on-year indexation on the 

fee element of the final award?  

The original grant offer was for a set level of 

funding throughout the life of the award. In 

light of feedback at the Engagement Event, 

GambleAware has reviewed this. In order to 

reflect the challenging context in which many 

researchers and PhD students work, funding 

will increase 5% annually to consider factors 

like inflation and increasing costs of living. 

Grants are awarded for 3-year studentships and 

not for 4-year courses. 

2. If you apply for two awards, do you receive 

all or nothing, or is it possible to just be 

awarded one studentship? 

Institutions applying for two awards may 

receive one, two, or no awards. It is not an ‘all 

or nothing’ application. 

3. Is there a maximum number of applications 

from a single institution? For example, can 

many colleagues from different 

departments apply? 

There is not a maximum number of applications 

from a single institution, but the award is to the 

institution, and each institution can receive a 

maximum of two studentship awards.  

4. Can we see the weighting attached to each 

of the criteria in the grant application? 

GambleAware will publish the weighting 

attached to each assessment criteria identified 

in the Call for Applications.  

5. Can the publications listed in the 

application come from adjacent disciplines? 

Publications should clearly relate to 

GambleAware’s identified priority areas, which 

are lived experience of communities; women, 

minority communities, young people; and 

other communities with protected 

characteristics, including those living with 

disabilities, minority sexualities and gender 

identities, and those involved in the military. 

Given that the above research priority areas are 

relatively nascent with regards to gambling 

harms in Great Britain, we do not expect the 

publications provided to be exclusively focused 



 

begambleaware.org CLARIFICATION Q&A/13092021/FINAL 

on gambling or gambling harms. We welcome 

applications that demonstrate adjacent 

expertise relevant to the key priority areas, and 

publications which focus on intersections with 

parallel domains, including, for example:  

• health  

• healthcare provision 

• inequality 

• drivers of inequality and exclusion 
- Example 1: publications could focus on the 

lived experience of stigmatised 
communities, focussing on intersections 
with inequality and social exclusion.  

- Example 2: publications could include 
studies of racism and constructions of race 
and intersections with treatment of 
communities by service providers. 

- Example 3: publications could include focus 
on sexuality and intersections with service 
provision and health.  

6. Does the assessment of a publication track 

record relate to one named applicant or the 

wider institution? 

We will assess publication lists from the whole 

department and wider institution. This is 

because we expect PhD students to learn from, 

and work and collaborate with, anyone at the 

institution with relevant expertise.  

7. Do applicants need to provide a separate 

letter from the head of department and 

finance officer? 

We expect confirmation from institutional 

management to be provided separately. This 

confirmation of support is not included in the 

word count of the application’s written 

statement. 

8. Is it the university that applies for grants, or 

does each potential supervisor apply 

separately? 

We are looking for submissions from a lead 

applicant who will represent their department 

or school, rather than a single application for a 

whole university. 

9. Do all potential supervisors need to be 

from the same institution? 

Potential supervisors may be from different 

institutions. Supervision and support can 

function across departments and institutions. 

However, the grant will be awarded to a single 

lead applicant from one university. 

10. Can the grants be awarded for part-time as 

well as full-time studentships? 

The grant will be awarded for full-time 

studentships only. 

11. Are the 10 publications included in the 

word count for the application? 

Publication lists will not count towards the 

application word limit, which should be 

regarded as a guiding limit, and not a 

prohibitive one.  
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12. Could the applications submitted by 

prospective grantees be made available on 

the GambleAware website? 

GambleAware has considered this request 

made at the Engagement Event. Rather than 

share applications or proposals on our website 

we will follow our usual approach which is to 

facilitate the circulation of contact information 

amongst applicants, pending their consent, so 

that individuals can share applications with 

others at their own discretion. 

13. Can an institution delay the 

commencement of a PhD even if this goes 

beyond the 12-month timeline stipulated 

by GambleAware? 

It is important to take students’ variable 

realities into account. We are open to some 

flexibility regarding PhD starting dates, so long 

as the PhD has been awarded to students 

within the timeline. 

14. How exactly will GambleAware be rating 

the 'impactful' nature of the 10 listed 

publications? In essence, there are many 

ways that outputs can be graded including 

the impact factor of the journal the paper 

was published in, the number of citations of 

the publication, the rating given to the 

paper by REF (Research Excellence 

Framework) panels, the impact rating by 

REF panels, etc. Am assuming you want 

some of these impact statistics included 

alongside the publications listed. Also, very 

recently published papers in the identified 

areas won't be able to demonstrate some 

of these impact statistics so is it better to 

include older publications rather than 

papers from the past year or two? 

For this grant award, the review panel will 
consider the extent to which the publications 
listed demonstrate expertise relevant to the 
key priority areas. As noted, “PhD funding will 
be awarded to institutions (grantees) with 
proven track records of undertaking research to 
build knowledge and understanding in the 
priority areas set out below. PhD studentships 
subsequently awarded by grantees to PhD 
students must be for research in these priority 
areas”. The Call for Applications does not ask 
for “‘highly impactful’ papers”, and instead the 
focus is on relevance to the key priority areas, 
and demonstration of “A track record of at least 
ten impactful research publications in one or 
more research priority areas”.  
  
In addition to these relevant impactful research 
publications, the Call for Applications notes 
that applications will need to demonstrate “A 
track record of high impact research”. High 
impact research should be taken to be broader 
than referring only to publications and their 
impact factor and citations. This could indeed 
be demonstrated in terms of peer reviewed 
publications and their impact, as well as the 
impact of publications in the popular media, 
grey literature, policy and advocacy 
publications resulting from research 
undertaken, mention of research in the popular 
media and newspaper articles, the impact of 
research promoted and shared on social media, 
policy impact, collaborations, and so forth. 

 


